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Newsletter 18 Term 4 Week 5

9 November 2022

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

It has been another busy fortnight as you will read

below, including an important focus on the academic

progress of the children in the main areas of Literacy

and Numeracy with standardised tests completed

throughout the school, as we prepare to �nalise our

results culminating in the semester reports being

distributed early December.

World Teacher’s Day

Enormous thanks to everyone in our community for

showing their appreciation towards the sta� at Good

Shepherd and the work they do by making them feel

special back on Friday 28th October. The leadership

from the P&F by organising the co�ee van and the sta�

morning tea along with some small gifts and messages

from families was very much appreciated.

Music Night

Two weeks ago at the Performing Arts Centre at Lumen

Christi, we experienced the biggest highlight of 2022.

Our community celebrated the talents of the children

in Years 3-6 as they performed in class groups,

ensemble groups and solo performances. What a

wonderful �nale with 13 of our Year 6 students who

sang solo with a microphone in their hand as part of

the medley to conclude the evening. It was a wonderful

re�ection of the musical talents that have been

fostered in our school and also the beautiful culture of

young people feeling comfortable to perform in front

of hundreds of people. Enormous thanks and

congratulations again to Diana Newman for sharing

her talents and skills with the children to bring out the

very best in them.

Uniform Concerns

https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-e-zqikx-l-yk/


We have a number of children from Years 1-6 coming

to school at the moment wearing incorrect shoes with

their summer uniform. I would like to clarify the need

for children to wear black school shoes which are

leather or leather look-a-like shoes. There are some

types of sport shoes that are acceptable as the leather

look-a-like shoes, but the “black mesh” sport shoe are

not appropriate shoes to be worn with the summer

uniform. I ask parents for their support and vigilance

with this and wanted to clarify as we plan for the new

school year, with parents purchasing new shoes etc.

Top Court Development completed

Our top court development has �nally been completed

and looks really good. The children seem pretty excited

about the new court and have been describing how

“soft” the concrete seems underfoot. I am not sure if it

is very soft, but certainly a smoother, more

comfortable surface than the old asphalt. Thanks again

to the P&F for providing $30K towards this project to

enable us to provide this new surface for the children.  

Cyber Safety Evening

Tomorrow our Year 5 and 6 students will spend an

hour with WA’s Cyber Safety expert, Paul Litherland

who will explain to the children some of the dangers

on-line and provide some strategies to ensure they are

more responsible users of technology. With the

background gained in the morning with the children,

Paul will be addressing the parents between 6pm and

7pm in Ward House, followed by a question and

answer session and some refreshments to provide

attendees to continue conversations in an informal

environment. The presentation will be more pertinent

for the parents of children in Years 4-6 with the rate at

which the technology landscape changes, but all

parents will �nd the information shared both

interesting and useful. Everyone is encouraged to

attend.

Sports Carnivals

With a strong focus on building our sporting skills and

�tness levels in the children at GSK the two carnivals

many of the children participated in last week had a

positive impact on building experiences in strong

competitive environments. Our team performance at

the Interschool Athletics Carnival on Tuesday last week



was a far more competitive e�ort than last year which

was good.

At the Swimming Carnival, the children from Years 1-6

participated in last Friday also gave the children at our

school the opportunity to compete in competitive

swimming events which will contribute to further

developing their skills in this area. Congratulations to

everyone involved.

Science week

Our school community has been immersed in a range

of extra Science activities for the children as we

celebrate Science Week including:

Visits from Farmer Damian with a range of farm

animals on Monday 7th November and Friday 11th

November out on our school oval.

Buddy Lessons on Tuesday 8th November and

Wednesday 9th November where the children

completed a range of activities together in the

STEM room including making Lava Lamps.

Scitech visit on Friday 11th November where the

children will enjoy the Spacedome Show and

Spacedome workshop. Scitech will also be

returning on Wednesday 23rd November to ensure

all classes can enjoy their Spacedome activities.

There is also a range of lunch time challenges for

the children throughout the week including:

Periodic Table Song contest, Paper Plane �ying

competition and a Kahoot Quiz.

The children are encouraged to dress up for STEM

week tomorrow as well.

I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation to

Kristy Maher for designing and/or coordinating these

STEM activities for the children as we increase the

pro�le of STEM throughout the school and ensure the

children enjoy their learning. 

Remembrance Day

This Friday is an important day on our calendar where

we guide the children through a short ceremony of

re�ection where we acknowledge the people who have

gone before us to �ght for our country and contributed

to the freedom with which we live here in Australia.

Aside from the whole school ceremony shortly after



the recess bell, I will be joined by 3 student leaders as

we travel to Araluen to form part of a community

commemoration.

Dads of GSK Camp Out

There are many families in our community looking

forward to the annual “Dads of GSK Camp Out” this

weekend. This unique experience for the children and

their fathers, grandfathers and father �gures begins at

4pm on Saturday 12th November and concludes on

Sunday 13th November at 10am. The children will be

participating in a range of activities during their time

here at school, camping on the oval. It also gives the

fathers, grandfathers and father �gures the

opportunity to spend concentrated time together to

build connections. Thanks again to Dylan Teicher and

Matt Hyland for coordinating this experience for the

families in our community.

Planning for 2023

Our focus and energy at the moment is certainly on

�nishing o� the 2022 school year as well as we

possibly can, but we also need “one eye” on the

preparation for 2023. A few things to share with you

include:

School Fees for 2023 -  we have worked through a

process in consultation with the School Advisory

Council to reduce our school fees by just over 10%

as we prepare for the 2023 school year. Our

challenge is to ensure that we do not compromise

the availability of human resources and programs

for the children as we provide some �nancial relief

for all families at a time when in�ation rates and

interests rates are increasing, putting �nancial

pressure on households. This process will be re-

visited in 12 months time to explore the potential

to provide more relief for families, again, without

compromising what we can o�er.

Instrumental Music Opportunities - the Principal

of Lumen Christi met with me a few months ago to

suggest the College could no longer support the

instrumental program at Good Shepherd from Year

1-6. I was able to negotiate the children in Years 3-6

still being able to participate. Diana Newman and I

are putting together a plan to provide the Year 1



and 2 children at our school to have access to a

piano teacher prior to the traditional instrumental

opportunities being available from Year 3. These

changes will take place from the start of 2023.

Mindfulness Program – following our “pilot”

program with the Year 1’s and 5’s, I am pleased to

announce that all classes from Years 1-6 will

participate in 8 X 40 minute lessons of Mindfulness

with a quali�ed teacher in Term 2, 2023. This

program engages the children in activities and

explicitly teaches the children to ensure they can

identify their emotions and regulate their

responses to these emotions through mindfulness

movement, breathing exercises etc in a re�ective,

contemplative environment.

Catholic Day

Finally, a reminder that this Monday, 14th November,

we celebrate Catholic Day in our community and there

will be no-one here at school for the day, e�ectively a

long weekend for the sta� and students.

Best wishes for the coming fortnight.

Paul Hansen

Principal

 

 



 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thursday, 10 November - Paul Litherland - Cyber

Safety Session 6.00-7.30pm

Thursday, 10 November - STEM Week Dress-up Day 

Friday,11 November - Remembrance Day

Monday, 14 November - Catholic Day - No sta� or

Pupils

Thursday, 17 November - Year 1 Liturgy

9.00am, Instrumental Showcase Concerts - 1.30pm and

6.00pm in Ward House

Friday, 18 November - PP Assembly 2.00pm

Monday, 21 November - Kindy 2023 Orientation

Session 3-4PM - Creche available

Click for the Current Term Calendar

https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-r/


Term 4 2022 Canteen Roster

Canteen Menu

CANTEEN 

Thank you to all the parent volunteers who help in

the canteen. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Wendy, Canteen Manager

Order Canteen Here

 

 

https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-y/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-j/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-t/


Music Night Photos

 

https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-i/


 



 

Enrolments 2023

 If you are seeking a place for your child in

Kindergarten 2023 or know someone that would be

interested in sending their child to GSK, please contact

the o�ce for an enrolment pack or consult our

website.  Families with siblings are also required to

submit an enrolment form.  Interviews will take place

this term.

Enrolments in other Year groups are also available

Your child's journey starts HERE

https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-d/


 

Camp Australia - Before and After

School Care

Bookings for 2022

 Bookings for Your OSHC program are open.

Registration is free for all families. We

recommend that all families register so if

you ever need or want to attend, all you need to

do is book your session as we'll already have all

the documentation we need from you.

You simply have to login and register through

our Parent Portal, also available as a

smartphone app, and start booking.

Camp Australia Information

 

https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-h/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-k/


 



 

Uniform Shop 2022

Opening Hours

Monday afternoon 2.00 - 3.00pm

Friday morning 8.00 - 9.00am

Click here for the Uniform Policy

 

School Fees

Please direct any enquiries to the accounts

email: accounts@gsk.wa.edu.au or call 9496

9200 Option 3   

Lee Max�eld - Finance O�cer

https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-u/


 

The Important Role of Father Figures

and Male Role Models

A father �gure can be any positive male role model in a

child's life. They can be sports coaches, teachers,

uncles, grandparents or even your child's friend's dad.

Finding balance in every aspect of your life is key to

your wellbeing and living a happy and ful�lling life. 

This is especially important when it comes to work life

balance. Taking time to re�ect on how you can make it

happen when you're a dad is important for yourself,

your kids and family. 

Research shows 85% of dads aspire to fully share

parenting with their spouses, however only 30% report

that they actually get to do this. 

Making changes to your work may not yet be possible,

but it's worth thinking about how you might aim to

adjust or negotiate your work to be more �exible in the

future.

Top Tips to help you re�ect

1. Your children are only young once. Remember

that work will always be there, but time �ies and your

children grow quickly.

2. Put family �rst. Whenever there is a clash between

work and family, family comes �rst.

3. Be a good role model. You are an important role

model for their work ethic in the future, and also for

their work-life balance. Consider the example you are

setting for your kids. 

Men of GSK - Fathering Project Page

 

https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-o/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-b/


Good Shepherd Catholic Parish Kelmscott - Fr Pavol

Herda

Parish Website: www.goodshepherdkelmscott.com

Phone: 9495 1489 (O�ce Wed-Fri)

Masses at our Parish Church

Lumen Christi College - Instrumental

Program 

For information and enrolment, please click on the

button below

Lumen Christi Instrumental Program

 

Community News

Spartans Little Athletics - 2022/23 Season

WA Young Salesian - Summer 2023 Camp

VacSwim - Summer Enrolments

WA Perinatal Health & Wellbeing - Wheelie Good

Dads Free Event 

Carey Baptist College - Year 5 GATE

Program Scholarships

Araluen Botanical Park - Candles by Candlelight

Armadale Kelmscott Swimming Club - DIVE & TRY

 

https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-z/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-n/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-p/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-x/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-m/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-c/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-q/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-a/
https://goodshepherdcatholicschoolkelmscott.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zqikx-l-f/


Weekday Masses: Mon-Wed & Friday 8am, Thursday: 6.30pm

Saturday: 8.00am, 6.00pm               

8.00pm: Neocatechumenal Mass 

Sunday: 8.30am Latin Mass           

Sunday: 10:00am and 6:00pm

When attending Mass you are strongly encouraged to

maintain physical distancing where possible and not to

attend Mass if you are feeling in any way unwell.  

Any person aged 16 or over visiting the church and/or

attending Mass must complete the mandatory Covid-19

contact register.

Click here for the Latest Bulletin
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