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Newsletter 16 Week 9 Term 3

16 September 2026

Dear Parents and Caregivers

After an extremely busy and rewarding term, the

school holidays are almost upon us, providing a

wonderful opportunity for students and families to

rest, recharge and enjoy some well-earned time

together.

We hope all families have a happy and relaxing break

and return refreshed and ready for another exciting

term. We look forward to welcoming everyone back for

the many wonderful activities, celebrations and events

that Term Four will bring.

Condolences

It is with great sadness that we share the news that

Heather Parsons recently passed away peacefully,

surrounded by her family.

Heather holds a very special place in the history and

heart of our Good Shepherd community.  She was one

of our longest-serving members of staff and, together

with her husband Kevin and their family, was part of

our school community from its very beginnings when

Good Shepherd opened 49 years ago, in 1977.

Throughout her many years at Good Shepherd,

Heather was a wonderful source of knowledge and

wisdom and was always incredibly generous with her

time. She had a particular passion for helping young

children learn to read, and her patience, care and

dedication touched the lives of many students and

families over the years.

Heather was a much-loved and valued member of our

community, and we are deeply grateful for the many

years of service, care and friendship she gave so

generously to Good Shepherd. As we approach our
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school’s 50th Anniversary, we are especially mindful of

the important contribution made by people such as

Heather, who helped shape the community we are

privileged to be part of today.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Heather’s family,

especially Thalia Munyard, Heathers granddaughter,

who is an Education Assistant at our school. May they

find comfort in the love and support of those around

them and in the many treasured memories they share.

May Heather rest peacefully.

Father’s Day Breakfast

A wonderful morning was enjoyed by the many dads,

grandads and special male figures who joined us for

our Father’s Day Breakfast last Friday.

A very big thank you to Mr Rickman, who expertly

cooked a delicious breakfast of sausages and eggs, and

to our enthusiastic staff who arrived at school bright

and early to prepare and serve breakfast to our

families.

There was a lovely atmosphere throughout the

morning, with plenty of friendly conversation as

families mixed and mingled and enjoyed this special

time together. Thank you to everyone who joined us

and helped make the morning such a happy

celebration of the important men in the lives of our

children.

 Father’s Day Stall

Thank you to our Pre-Primary parents who

coordinated our annual Father’s Day Stall. The stall

provided a wonderful opportunity for the children to

choose a special gift for their dads, grandads or other

important male figures in their lives.

It was particularly lovely to see the students shopping

with their buddy classes, with our older students

enthusiastically helping their younger buddies select

just the right gift.

We hope all dads, grandads and special male figures

enjoyed receiving the carefully chosen gifts on Father’s

Day!



Year Five Goolamrup Reserve Planting

Last Tuesday, our Year Five students enjoyed a

wonderful opportunity to connect with and learn more

about our local environment. The class joined Talen

from the Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group to assist

with regeneration planting at Goolamrup Reserve.

Located just a short walk from our school on the banks

of the Canning River, Goolamrup Reserve provided the

perfect setting for some hands-on learning.

Throughout the morning, the students worked

enthusiastically to plant an impressive 400 native

plants, helping to regenerate and care for this

important local area.

The students also learnt about the native flora and

fauna found within the reserve and were treated to the

special experience of observing possums sleeping in

nesting boxes! It was a fabulous and enriching

morning, giving the students an opportunity to

contribute to their local environment while learning

more about the beautiful natural area so close to our

school.

A big thank you to Talen and the Armadale Gosnells

Landcare Group for providing our students with such a

valuable experience, and to Fiona Redden for

supporting this wonderful opportunity as part of the

Year Five Science program.

School Photo Day

Thank you to our families for your wonderful support

of School Photo Day last Wednesday. The students

looked very smart in their winter uniforms, and the

photographers were particularly impressed with their

excellent behaviour and cooperation throughout the

day.

We look forward to sharing the photographs with

families’ next term.

New Bishops’ Mandate for Catholic Education

Last Thursday, Deb Glorie and I attended the CEWA

Leaders Forum, where we had the privilege of

attending the launch of the new Bishops’ Mandate for

Catholic Education in Western Australia.



The Bishops’ Mandate is an important document that

provides direction and guidance for Catholic schools

across Western Australia. It expresses the vision of our

Bishops for Catholic education and reminds us of the

distinctive purpose and mission of our Catholic

schools.

At the heart of the Mandate is our commitment to

Jesus Christ and to providing an education that

nurtures the whole child. It calls Catholic schools to be

communities of faith, learning and service, where

Gospel values are evident in our teaching,

relationships and the way we care for one another.

The launch provided a valuable opportunity to reflect

on the important role Catholic schools continue to play

in the lives of our students, families, parishes and

wider communities.

Over the coming months, our staff will spend time

exploring the new Mandate and considering how its

vision continues to be brought to life each day at Good

Shepherd.

Year Six Parents’ Farmers Market

This Friday afternoon, our Year Six families will be

hosting their second Farmers Market for the year.

Families are warmly invited to visit the stall after school

and choose from a wonderful selection of home-grown

produce, home-baked goodies and children’s books.

All funds raised will assist with the Year Six Graduation

celebrations. Thank you to our Year Six families for

their enthusiasm and support of this important

fundraising initiative.

Life Ed Incursion

Next Thursday and Friday, we look forward to

welcoming Life Ed to Good Shepherd, with students

from Kindergarten through to Year Six participating in

the program.

Throughout the two days, students will take part in

engaging and age-appropriate sessions designed to

support their health, wellbeing and personal

development. The interactive sessions will provide

opportunities to explore important topics including



making healthy choices, developing positive

relationships, understanding emotions and learning

strategies to support overall wellbeing.

Of course, we are sure that a highlight for many of our

younger students will be a visit from the much-loved

Healthy Harold!

Parents and caregivers are also warmly invited to

attend a short Parent Information Forum on Friday

morning from 8.30am to 8.50am. This will provide an

opportunity to learn more about the Life Ed program,

the topics being explored with the students and how

the program supports children’s health and wellbeing.

We look forward to two enjoyable and valuable days of

learning with the Life Ed team.

Performing Arts Festival Awards

The 2026 Catholic Schools Performing Arts Festival has

now ended, and we extend our congratulations to the

following soloists and ensembles who received awards

in recognition of their performances throughout the

Festival.

We are very proud of the commitment, enthusiasm

and talent demonstrated by all students who

participated this year.

Award certificates will be presented to students at our

Annual Music Night next term.

Outstanding Award

School Band – Primary Concert Band

Year Three Choir – Primary Choral Singing

Year Six Choir – Primary Choral Singing

Amelia, Year Five – Trumpet Solo

Sebastian, Year Five – Trumpet Solo

Sebastian & Jolyn, Year Five, Vocal Duet

Finn, Year Six, Acoustic Guitar Solo

Chris, Year Six, Acoustic Guitar Solo



Excellence Award

Christian Dance Troupe

Year One Choral Speech

Year Two Choral Speech

Year Four Choir – Primary Choral Singing

Year Five Choir – Primary Choral Singing

Year Six Percussion Ensemble

Jude, Year Six, Piano Solo

Jolyn, Year Five, Piano Solo

Emilio, Year Six, Saxophone Solo

Annabelle, Acoustic Guitar Solo

Eli, Year Five, Trumpet Solo

Isla, Year Five, Saxophone Solo

Sophia, Year Five, Clarinet Solo

Merit Award

Phoenix, Year 4, Piano Solo

Léa, Year 5, Piano Solo

Leon, Year 5, Piano Solo

Aleks, Year 5, Piano Solo

Annual Music Night

We are looking forward to our Annual Music Night,

which will be held on Thursday, 29 October at Lumen

Christi College.

Music Night is always a wonderful celebration of the

musical talents of our students, with all classes from

Years Three to Six performing for their families and

friends.



Tickets will go on sale on Monday, 12 October, with

further information regarding the evening and

ticketing arrangements to be shared with families this

week.

We look forward to another very special evening of

music and performance!

School Uniform Transition Period

Given the warm temperatures that we are expecting

this week, there will be a school uniform transition

period for the remainder of this term. On Wednesdays,

Thursdays and Fridays, students may wear either the

summer uniform or the winter uniform. Hopefully this

will provide a more comfortable option on the warm

days.

At the start of next term students are requested to

wear the summer uniform. Once again there will be a

transition period of two weeks when either the

summer or winter uniform may be worn.

 School Holidays

A reminder to families that the school holidays

commence on Friday, 25 September.

After a very busy term, we hope all students and

families enjoy a relaxing and refreshing break, with the

opportunity to spend some special time together.

Students will return to school for the commencement

of Term Four on Tuesday, 13 October. We look forward

to welcoming everyone back for another exciting and

busy term at Good Shepherd.

We also look forward to welcoming Paul Hansen back,

following his Long Service Leave. Paul has enjoyed a

well-earned break, including a month travelling in Italy,

and will return home in time for the school holidays.

We wish all our families a safe and enjoyable holiday

and look forward to seeing the children again at the

start of Term Four.

Kind regards,

Diana Newman, Short Term Principal



Year 5 Planting

 

Calendar Term 3 2026



Canteen Menu

Friday, 18 September - Year 3 Liturgy 9am, Year 4

Assembly 2pm, Year 6 Farmers Market after

assembly

Thursday, 24 September - Life Ed Incursion

Friday, 25 September - Life Ed Incursion, Year 2

Liturgy 9am, Last Day Term 3

Tuesday, 13 October - First Day Term 4 Students

8.30am - Summer Uniform

Current Term Calendar

 

WA Student Assistance Payment - Last

Weeks

All Western Australian school students with an

active enrolment at a public school, non-

government school or registered for home

education are eligible for the WA Student

Assistance Payment.

You can claim $250 for each secondary student and

$150 for students attending Primary school or

Kindergarten.

The fastest and most convenient way to claim is

through the ServiceWA app. More information on

how to claim through the ServiceWA app is

available at WA.gov.au/WASAP2026

All claims must be received by Friday 25 September

2026
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Order Canteen Here - Orders can be placed

up to two weeks in advance

CANTEEN

Thank you to all the parent volunteers who help in

the canteen. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

We currently need more volunteers.  Please leave

your details either at the canteen or the school

office if you can spare a few hours to help out.

Wendy, Canteen Manager

Term 3 Canteen Roster

 

Uniform Shop

Online Orders can be placed each week from Tuesday

through to Sunday via QuickCliq, ready for collection

from the Uniform Shop on Monday afternoon

between 2.30pm and 3.15pm.  

An alteration service is available.

Click here for the Uniform Policy

Order Uniforms here through QuickCliq

 

School Fees 2026

If you have any queries or concerns regarding your

fees, please contact me

at accounts@gsk.wa.edu.au or 9496 9292. 

Jenny Marion-Clark, Finance Officer

 

Enrolments 2027/2028

Please contact admin@gsk.wa.edu.au for an

enrolment form or from the website:
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www.gsk.wa.edu.au.

Families with siblings are also required to submit

an enrolment form. 

Enrolments in some other Year groups are also

available.

Your child's journey starts HERE

 

Camp Australia - Before and After

School Care

 Bookings for Your OSHC program are open. All

students from Kindergarten to Year 6 qualify.

Registration is free for all families. We recommend

that all families register so if you ever need or

want to attend, all you need to do is book

your session as we'll already have all the

documentation we need from you. You simply have

to login and register through our Parent Portal,

also available as a smartphone app, and start

booking.

Camp Australia Information

Rockateers School Holiday Program

Government Subsidy
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Dental Therapy Services

The Dental Therapy Van is located at Roleystone

Community College, 90 Raeburn Road (van is

located off Brooks Rd), Roleystone.  Our phone

number is 0428 304 970 .  

Click here for more information

 

Fathering Project website: thefatheringproject

 

Community News
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Parish Priest - Fr Kenneth Acosta Garcia

Email: kelmscott@perthcatholic.org.au 

 Web: www.goodshepherdkelmscott.com

Office Phone: 9495 1489 (Wed-Fri 8.30am-12.30pm)

Presbytery: 9495 1204

Confession: Saturday 5.00-5.30pm

Baptism: Second Sundays at 11.15am

Mass Times

Saturday

8am - Mass on First Saturdays of Month and Solemnities 

5.30pm - Evening Mass

8.00pm - Neocatechumenal Way

Sunday

8.30am - Karragullen Parish 

The Record - Magazine

Armadale Disability Expo - Free Event

Better Health Program - Good Habits

Circle of Security - Parenting Program

WA Football Holiday Programs - Auskick &

Superkick, South Freo District

Volleyball WA - Junior School Holiday Program
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8.30am Latin Mass - Kelmscott Parish

10am & 5.00pm - Kelmscott Parish

Monday - No Mass except on Solemnities

Tuesday - 6.30pm

Wednesday & Friday - 8am followed by  Adoration, then by

Benediction at 9.30am

Thurs - 6.00pm - Adoration followed by Mass 6.30pm
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